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VAUGHAN IS BITTER
~ ON SOCIALIST STATR

Jesuit Father Assures Catholics
Massed in the Cathedral That
It Means Bondage.
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Church, Too, ls Agalnst Evlls of
Capltalism, but a Wide Gulf Yawns
Between It and Soclalism.

. If Bt. Patrick’s Cathedral was crowded
ion Bunday before last, when Father Ber.
nard Vaughan talked on * Soclalism and
the Papacy,” thers s no word to de-
scribe the immensity of the congregation
which gathered thers vesterday morning
to hear him take up the second of his
four Lenten conferences on Soclalism,
Whether it wasg that the subject, " So-
clalsm and the State” gave occaslon
for greater reference to the Soclalist phil.
osopher than to the Pops In Romse, or
Whether {t was because the flood of
anonymous letters poured on him during
the last weck served only to deepen and
Intensify his convictions, certain it <vas
that fn this second conference the Enge

lish Jesuit gave freer expression to hia
scorn for Boclallsm,

“Why, my brothers,” he cried, *ths
apotheosis of the State would lead you
to suppose that the State i3 some Qod, on,

at the very least, the ideal superman.
Now, as a matter of fact, what Is ths
State, I should ltke to know? When It
s robbed of its war paint and stripped
of {ts stage clothes, {sn't it just a mud-
dlecsome, meddlesome group of publio of=
flelals, a co-operative body of politieal
office-holders with an axe to grind and
& purse to f{ll, and whose motto might
well be *We are the State'? That Ix
what I find {t to be in England, and
that is what the Germans find it to be Ig
Germany. What you fInd 1t to he in this

country 18 not for me to say, but I de
| say that many of you have come hers to
' this land, this bright republic, that you
might be freer where the State is less

imuddlesoma and less ‘medalesome.”

i But before taking up the theme of the
'day Father Vaughan recapltulated the

'first of his conferences, In which he set
forth the Pope's claim to ot least a hears

ing In this struggle between clagses by
virtue of the Papacy’s centurles of chame
Plonship of the toiler and the downtrode
gien,

'*There has some t!mes been heard in
this city the criticlsm that this is the
church only of the working classes,” said
I'ather Vaughan. ‘' Oh, my brothers, I
should be very much inclined to suspect
& church that was the church only of the
lefsure classes. It would be a very queep
kind of & church, {t seems to me, espe-
cially when the founder was glad to ba
regarded as the reputed son of a care
penter, and who was treated very shabe.
bily by these same lelsure clagses. After
the four mock trials it was the laisure
Classes that hung him up, so to speak, at
the top of I*ifth Avenue to make a show.'.

Father Vaughan safd that at first sight
there would seem to be much in common
between Socfalism and Catholicism. Both
protested against the evils of modern cap-
ftalism, of tlerce indlvidualism, of iniquit.
ous competition, and ot colossal wealth
in the hands of the few.. But there waa
a8 yawning chasm between them. To bee
gin with, they both held conflicting views
about cfvil society and about the origin’
and destiny of man.

“ Socialism is hased on & materialistis-
theory of evoiution. Socialism is a phis
lusophy of human life, a theory of human
progress that is born in materialism,
Some Socializts, the idealist who is a4 So-
cialist, the Christian Soclalist, will deny
this, but 1 am szpeiking of the man in
the strert who is a Socialist. the dved-in-
the-wool Socialist, the Sociallst off his
guard., [ judge it by its classics: 1 must
Judge it by the books displayed in its
shop windows. | will not be inisled by
the Kaleidoscople Socialisig, the Soclalisin
that is like an avcordion. They pull ¢
out, or they compress it, but it ts all
there; and | repeat that as a living, go-
ing concern, Socialism is not a mere eco-
nomic principie, not a mera pelitco-eco-
nomic prineipte, bt o growih deeply
rooted 1 @ philosophy  repudiated by
every Charistian man. ‘ree 1o [ts philo-
sophle temper, Soclalism wants to estabe
lish a Staie without reference to God, I3
has no uze for Gnd. Some may ery out,
"Nons avens changé tout oelid,” but, my
brothers, Soolalism is founded on a phl-}
Jusenhy  which denics the existence of
God.””

Then he poured his searn on " the old
hiolozic:] tiwiogy, wasquerading in the
dress of a reality,” fe, he gpid, the com-
munal lve is as redl fo the Socialist ** age
the Hie of @i organism built vp of many
Hving cells™  He was led (o characterize
the arguments along this bne as " quita
pre-eminent as twaddle.”

“The being that persists, that develops,.
Is cociety,” he quoted frum one Soclallst
writer, The Hie upen which the indt-
vidual draws that he himsell ey have
lite, liberty, and happiness is the gocial
life.” .

He explained that the likeness between
society and an organlsm tike the human
body was regarded as complete ' in o fag
#% #ocicty is the toial life from whieh the
separata cells araw then individual life'*
He smamed up the whole Socialist posi-
tion iu tie dictam, ™ Man is inan onlv n
soclet " which he did into vther English
as " The State ig evervthing.”  Futher
Vaughan «aild thoge brave statements
about the State redneed man 1o the posl-
tion of & mere Tunetion, a cell, 2 yuscle
or nesve centre in the Hodvy politee, with
no personality, initiative, or enterprise of
his own,

“RBut 'a man iz a man for a' t{hat.
he eried, and plunged nto hi- dissection
of the Soclalist's State polnting out {irst
of all that this biolngieal anulogy was
only an analogy, aud ny iaentity. Man
was not nmude for the Siate, hut the
State for man.  Man was prior both in
nature and time to the Siate, It was bis
definite mission on carth to carry out the
will of his Gad. Life here is preparatory
for one to come, not the terminns. but {he
journey only; net tnhe landing stage, bt
the outward vovaze., Man is complete in
himeself, so that, even were lie to {ind
himself on a desert island, he would be a
self-deterininlng  being, responsible to
God.

T Rach a Socialist State as they pleture
woull be o verv house o bondace, whers
a man would not he able 1o chonse his
aonn occtupation, where he wouhi not bhe
abls to emaplay laber mar ta put by a bt
for his ald age or +vou hie childrep, where
boocould not ohev the injunction to multi-
PV his talents, Ol 1w vuite foolish to
start a race where one of the riues of the
game 8 that one mist not oitvin the
uthers,

“Sappere, !n this Socinlist State, a
man were injured by some State officilal.
What redress wonld be bave? All the jaw-
vers would be Stete officials. Al the
dailies would be official neve-napers, and
his letters of protest would not he print-
ed. e could turn only to that resort and
privilege of the fopol, knave, and ass—the
anonynions letter,

“By the wayv, durlng the last week I
have been peited with aronymous letters,
Let the writer wno disagress with e put
his name to hiz onininrn, s> that we can
know where wo are. s this your Socigle
ism—that veou are afratd of signing vour
"own name? If there be any ‘comrades’
here to-day. 1 woild have them believe
that T am speaking from a sincere heart,

at T am uttering my own,”

UAS ne closed, 1"5thr~r Vaughan sald that
there were two volumes which he would
like to see in the hands of m'mé' Cathollo
American citizen, in one hand the encyeli-.
cals of Leo XT11, and in the other the
Constitutlon of hi= country,

“Wilh these two works to gufde and
uplift and to inspive you, vou will become
a power in the New World for the propa-
gztion of those principles of truth and
libertv and justice before which _Soclal-
ism with its all-absorbing State will van-
ish as the night before the day, as the
“darkness before the light of God.”

After the sermon it was Jearned that
the anonymous I®ters that have come to
IPather Vaughan in response to the first
of his conferences have been rough in
tone, but hardly threatening. They have
assured him, in various tores, that he did
not know what he was talking about, and
some have advised him to depart from
these shores with all dispatch. _

The next conference will be ** Sociallsm
and the Family.” -.
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